Biographical Statement:  

Eldo K. DeLong, Jr.

Executive Director 

Thurston Fire and Rescue Training Consortium
Eldo DeLong became the Consortium’s first executive director in March 2002.  He accepted the position after retiring from the United States Coast Guard after a 24 ½ year career, attaining the rank of full Commander.  His last assignment was as Director, 13th Coast Guard District Auxiliary for the states of Washington, Oregon, Montana and Idaho.  

As a general duty officer, Mr. DeLong held a variety of positions throughout his career including Commanding Officer of Group Upper Mississippi River and three Executive Officer positions - at the Coast Guard Radio Aids to Navigation Center in Alexandria, VA; Group Seattle; and Lower Mississippi River in Memphis, TN.  From 1993-1996 he served at Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington, DC, in the Law Enforcement Branch and as a Program Reviewer providing oversight of a $325 million budget  for the Aeronautical Engineering, Naval Engineering, Logistics Management, and Research and Development programs.

Mr. DeLong served two tours of duty as a Public Affairs Officer in Juneau, AK, and Seattle, WA, where he coordinated a wide variety of public affairs events from the arrival of the Coast Guard Barque Eagle to Seattle to fishing law enforcement operations in the Bering Sea to a multitude of oil and hazardous material spills.  During his tour in Seattle he was temporarily reassigned as the Federal on Scene Coordinator’s Public Affairs Officer during the initial 12 weeks of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.
A native of Warren, PA, Mr. DeLong graduated from Warren Area High School in 1968. From 1968 to 1972, he attended Edinboro State College earning two degrees - a BS degree in Education with an emphasis in Biology in 1972 and a Med with an emphasis in Environmental Studies in 1976. From 1972 to 1977, he taught secondary education in the Neshaminy School District in Langhorne, PA, before attending the Coast Guard’s Officer Candidate School in Yorktown, VA, in February of 1977. While serving on active duty he completed post graduate courses at the University of Tennessee, University of Alaska, Western Illinois University, and City University in Seattle.  In 1993 he graduated from the Naval War College and has since earned his Project Management Certification from Bellevue Community College. 

Among his military decorations are three Meritorious Service Medals, four Coast Guard Commendation Medals, five Coast Guard Achievement Medals, one Commandant Letter of Commendation Ribbon, the Humanitarian Service Medal and nine Special Operations ribbons.  In 1986 he was the recipient of the Navy League’s Captain David H. Jarvis Award for inspirational leadership and management.

Eldo and his wife, Wendy, have two children: Matthew, 28, and Jeffrey, 25.
